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Health and Safety of Learners Outside the Classroom (HASLOC) - Revision of guidance
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1	Executive Summary
1.1	This revised guidance sets out the enabling nature of sensible risk management and how to reduce 'red tape'. It indicates where the law has changed and it flags up lessons learned from serious incidents. HASLOC also sets out how and why staff can expect to be treated fairly if a participant is injured despite their care. In general HASLOC works at a high level and leaves most of the detail to the operational parts of the Learning Outside the Classroom Council's website which will carry downloadable material.  
2	Background and Context
2.1	 The Health and safety of learners outside the classroom (HASLOC) guidance is a comprehensive document helping to enable staff in schools and children's services settings to take children and young people into the grounds or off-site in safety. It aims to make it simple and straightforward for schools, children's services settings and employers to organise and carry out  learning outside the classroom with sensible management of any significant risk. It has been developed taking into account the concerns and recommendations of frontline staff. It heeds lessons  learned from serious incidents (most of which happened, despite teachers' care, because absolute safety cannot be guaranteed).
3	The Proposals
3.1	We propose to replace guidance published in 1998 and supplemented in 2002 with this new guidance which, though much shorter, remains comprehensive and includes an amount of material not present in the earlier titles. It aims to be 'high level', linking to the website of the Council for Learning Outside the Classroom; the website will carry downloadable material in an employer's guidance or toolkit style. The new guidance will appear on the DCSF teachernet website and we will consider whether a printed version is practicable.
4	How To Respond
4.1	Please respond by email to the consultation mailbox at haspev2.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:haspev2.consultation@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk​) or by letter to Mrs Ronnie MacPherson, DCSF, Pupil Safety & School Security Team, Level 2 Sanctuary Buildings, 20 Great Smith Street, Westminster, London SW1P 3BT.
5	Additional Copies
5.1	 Additional copies are available electronically and can be downloaded from the Department for Children, Schools and Families e-consultation website at: www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations (​http:​/​​/​www.dcsf.gov.uk​/​consultations​)  (​https:​/​​/​www.dcsf.gov.uk​/​consultations " \t "_blank​)The consultation is web-based, with no printed version. However, anyone wanting a Word print-out of the consultation document should telephone or write their request to the given contact details.
6	Plans for making results public
6.1	We intend to upload a report on the key findings of this consultation and then to publish the final version of the guidance document within a few weeks of the consultation closing.The results of the consultation and the Department's response will be published on the DCSF e-consultation website in February/March 2010


